Upcoming Events

RETURNING CITIZENS CAREER FAIR

WINTER 2022

Returning Citizens Career Fair
February 7th, 2022

For more info, go to our website:

TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING

www.berksconnections.org

798 children with incarcerated or justice-involved parents
participated in the Holiday Gift Project in December! That is
over 200 more children than last year. Thanks to the many
generous

community

members,

churches,

organizations,

and sponsors, we were able to meet that challenge!

Annual Awards Celebration

The event was reimagined once again this year, thanks to

April 19th, 2022

Alice Moyer and West
Families

drove

Lawn

through

a

United
Winter

Methodist
Wonderland,

Church.
where

children received blankets from volunteers with Blankets of
Hope-Berks, stuffed animals and goodie bags sponsored by
Wood-to-Wonderful, snacks provided by the church, and a
socially-distanced meet and greet with Santa and Mrs.
Claus. Their final stop was picking up the gift-filled Santa

Berks Connections/Pretrial Services

Follow Us...

sacks in front of the community center, where helpers from
Wilson High School Leo Club and Max from Exeter High

Berks Connections/ Pretrial Services

19 N 6TH ST - 4TH FLOOR
READING, PA 19601
484-260-3860
BERKSCONNECTIONS.ORG.

School ensured the traffic kept flowing.

Thank you to everyone who helped make
the holiday magic unfold!

COMMUNITY PARTNER

It looked a lot like Christmas this year, thanks to Boscov’s! With
only 10 days to go before the gift deadline, we had nearly 100
children who were not sponsored, and Boscov's stepped in to help us. They generously g
gave toys, clothing, backpacks, comforters, and sheet sets to fulfill these holiday wishes.

Thank you, Boscov’s!

CONGRATS GRADUATE!

BCPS SOCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
Guests were feted at a cocktail hour with live music by
Brad Seltzer, and then heard agency highlights and new
initiatives presented by BCPS Co-Executive Directors
Peggy Kershner & Nikki Schnovel. Development Director,
Vanessa Starr, introduced BCPS’s new giving societies
and recognized the inaugural members. Each inductee
received a charcuterie board and wooden pen, which
were handcrafted by BCPS clients during the R3 program.

BOARD HIGHLIGHT: Sharon Mast
I am a BCPS board member because their
beliefs

resonate

with

mine.

They

give

people a chance to turn their life around.
BCPS lives and breathes what they believe.
They

operate

with

consistency,

transparency, inclusiveness and a driving
purpose. By providing education, tools and

Thanks to everyone who was able to join us for this
celebration! We greatly appreciate your never-ending
support.

support, they provide a recipe for success
to become a contributing member of our
community.

Gabby S., R3 Prep for Young Adults client, had one
big

goal:

diploma.

getting
But,

it

her

High

was

not

School
an

easy

Equivalency
task!

She

experienced many barriers in the process, including
a growing family. It may have taken 3 years, but she
kept her eye on the prize and stayed the course. She

The Paul and Mary Kate Hoh Society recognizes
BCPS’s long-time individual donors, who have given
25 or more gifts over a period of 25 or more years. It
is named in honor of BCPS’s founding member and
first president, Paul J. Hoh, and his wife, Mary Kate
Hoh, who have continued to support BCPS every year
since 1975.

In July of 2021, David N. was referred to the WIP (Work in Progress)

can now check that goal off of her list!

The Life Improvement Society recognizes BCPS’s major individual
donors who have given $10,000 or more in their lifetime. This
includes donors who have pledged future gifts of $10,000 or more to
BCPS. Future gifts include bequests, life insurance, retirement,
charitable gift annuities, and others where BCPS is named as a
charitable beneficiary. It is named in honor of BCPS’s tag line: A Life
Improvement Business℠, which was shared by former board
member Eric Savage, former owner of Freedom Toyota.

In December, the R3 Prep for Young Adults team
celebrated her graduation.

Gabby’s next steps are to continue making big
strides in her life. She is planning to move with
her three young children to sunny Florida. Her
future is much brighter with this diploma on her
resume! We wish her the best of luck and are so
proud of her.

“Gabby has been a joy to work with and it
was awesome to see her accomplish this

SUCCESS IS PERSEVERANCE

The BCPS Legacy Society recognizes all individual donors
who have contributed to the BCPS Endowment or have
promised to leave a future gift to BCPS, by including BCPS in
their will. Future gifts include bequests, life insurance,
retirement, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder
trusts, and others where BCPS is named as a charitable
beneficiary.

program and he has not looked back since. His WIP case manager,
Michelle Tomczak, said it was a pleasure to work with him from the
start. David was invested in the program and ready to work toward
re-entering the workforce. He attended weekly appointments,
always with a positive attitude, and completed all program sessions.
When he began his job search, he expressed his desire to enroll in a
trade school with a goal of a future career as an electrician.
Michelle recommended that he consider applying for the R3
(Rebuilding Reentrants and Reading) program. He joined Cohort 23
in October and graduated in December.
At his R3 graduation,
David received many

goal of hers through hard work and

certificates for his

persistence.”

performance throughout

–Casey Schmidt, R3 Prep YA Mentor

OFFICIALLY CERTIFIED

Robin U. is the first BCPS client to receive a
welding certificate through Berks Career and
Technology Center! With 500 hours of welding
training and experience, he is now certified by the
American Welding Society. This certificate along
with the OSHA certification he received during the
R3 Program, has made Robin a much more
desirable applicant!
He shared, “I did the hard work, now, I am just
waiting on the right job to come through!” He
interviewed for three positions and has another
interview next week. Not one to sit and wait, Robin
is highly motivated! Not sure if we need this piece.
Waiting to hear if he was hired!

“The thing I am looking forward to in
2022 is getting a full-time job; having the
security of a paycheck and saving money
to buy a home for my family.”
– Robin, R3 graduate

the program. He even
personally thanked
Michelle during his
graduation speech for
helping him get to that
point. The achievement
David is most proud of
being presented was the
BEST TRANSFORMATION
award.
BCPS is so proud
of David’s
hard work,
positive
attitude,

His wife, Anghell, his biggest advocate and
supporter praised Robing.“I saw a complete 180 in
his mindset and attitude. He is so ambitious.
Despite suffering from a devastating family loss
last year, he persevered. Robin has set and
achieved every goal he has had for himself.”

and
dedication
to improve
his life.

It is a pleasure to work with
David and we are all so proud
of all his progress and
achievements!
Michelle Tomczak, WIP Case Manager

